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Network Working Group Steve Crocker
Request for Comments: 1 UCLA
7 April 1969

Title: Host Software
Author: Steve Crocker
Installation: UCLA
Date: 7 April 1969
Network Working Group Request for Comment:
CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION
I. A summary of the IMP Software
Messages
Links
IMP Transmission and Error Checking
Open Questions on the IMP Software
Some Requirements Upon the Host-to-Host Software
Simple Use
Deep Use
Error Checking
The Host Software
Establishment of a Connection
High Volume Transmission
A Summary of Primitives
Error Checking

Closer Interaction

Open Questions

1969 F - ALHS - RERRENE—H TERBE -
The first RFC document initiated by Steve Crocker in 1969.
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ABOUT / RFC/

CHIA-LIN LEE

Request for Comments (RFC) is a form of memorandum that has been in use since 1969
when ARPANET was developed during the Cold War. Initially, there were only four nodes
distributed at universities and research institutes within the border of the US, and now,
we have the internet and World Wide Web. In the past five decades, not only have RFCs
documented the development of the internet, they also include all kinds of internet
standards, agreements and protocols, with Internet Protocol Address being one of them.
For sure there are serious discussions in RFCs, but too there are playful ones. RFC 1149 is
about enlisting pigeons - "the avian carriers" - to switch packets. RFC 2795 involves an
infinite number of monkeys that are producing the entire works of William Shakespeare with
typewriters. RFC 6592 sends out null packets - in fact, almost every year there's a joke RFC
made on April Fool's Day.

Instead of analysing and solving concrete problems, artists excel at inventing
questions in different contexts. As such, exhibitions are like a form of memorandum where
artists present their alternative imaginations about the internet through their works, and
this time our problem is: What does it mean to be connected? Is it more plausible that the
internet is not a place for people to freely express their ideas but a network controlled by
strict technical protocols, as claimed by Alexander Galloway in Protocol? Or rather, is it
more like Franco Bifo Berardi's pessimistic analysis in Precarious Rhapsody that the varying
speeds of expansion between cyberspace, which grows inorganically and continuously, and
cybertime, whose expansion rate is tied to organic creatures, is what drives people crazy?

This exhibition brings together nine pieces of works created since before the pandemic.
Satellites and communication technologies have pushed both wars and our ordinary lives
to the next level. Zhe-Zhi Lin's "man-made" satellite, Voyager 3, centres around military
technology and geopolitics, both of which have gradually evolved since the Cold War began,
with the work title named after the two space explorers subsequently launched by NASA in
1977 - Voyager 1and Voyager 2. The image on the screen of Lin's device is a simulation of
a pilot's view from the cockpit of a high-altitude reconnaissance aircraft. While the screen
keeps rotating, the line remains vertical at all times. Such image provides viewers with an
opportunity to have the synchronous experience of looking at the Earth from the outer space.

However, it seems that urban plants have been shouldering the responsibility for
shaping "the imagined communities” before the internet and satellite came into play. Tiet-
Hi Kueh tries to prove such hypothesis true with his photography series Colonial Pine.

By photographing the exotic hoop pines - ubiquitous in Taiwan but only grown in the
peripheries of specific public buildings - while precisely recording the coordinates of these
trees, Kueh conjured up a map of colonial governance and memory.

Sang-Chi Liu also "hacked" into the outer-space device through her visual experiment,
Satellite. She installed a camera on a long rod, bringing the device along onto the street
as a mean to document the route of her trip. Aside from her filming with such a device in
Los Angeles, she decided to share the step-by-step guide to recreate the "DIY satellite”
she presents in this exhibition so that viewers can too make their own satellites. The DIY
satellites "give you wings" like how the energy drink promises in their advertisements. With
satellites of one's own, people can get back their rights to self-observation and privacy.

ABOUTRFC RIMEREE

Another light-hearted work was Rhett Tsai's fake advertisement, WeChant. Inspired by
the spray in Philip K. Dick's science fiction novel Ubik, Tsai customised a special spray for
wiping data - "WeChant" - which mimics the name of the Chinese messaging application
WeChat and is able to make users invisible in the world of the internet.

The pandemic not only changed people's physical way of living but also interrupted our
pace in cyberspace. Building on her earlier work, Satellite, Sang-Chi Liu orchestrated and
filmed a six-hour performance in post-pandemic San Francisco, called Relation in Time and
Space. In this work, Liu and her performance partner stand 12 feet apart and facing away
from each other - a social distance doubling that of CDC guidelines. Connected through
the cameras of their phones - each attached to a selfie rod - and a cord tying their backs
together, the two performers explored the relationships between people, space and time. As
for Tsai, he embraced the black humour in MetaVessel as usual, asking viewers whether they
really believe that the metaverse is a modern redemption of human-beings, and how will the
human body that tests positive survive in the world of new order.

Do you believe in technology? Jade Lien's and Lawrence Liu's works represent the
religious aspect of technology. In /atYourAltar/, Jade Lien imagined a new computer virus,
the Digital Holy Child, which will hit the world in 2038 and liberalise internet users from the
virtual world. There will then be three different "cults" whose believers hold three different
views on internet apocalypse. Lawrence Liu's Confession, Yes! unveils how data is the base
of the internet architecture. Before we fathom what data we are actually sending via the
internet, the machines are already having conversations like this:

Three-way Handshake is an essential transmission control protocol, but most users
do not notice this mechanism. When we go on the internet and input data, we are in fact
confessing to a cyborg confess room, expecting the internet to provide us with an answer.

In this exhibition, the curator expects to play the role of a proxy server between the
artists and the viewers, helping viewers to quickly access and understand the content of
this exhibition. The term "proxy" traces back to the word "procuracie" in Middle English,
meaning to take care of something for someone else. As a "proxy", the curator certainly
might influence your understanding of the works. So, with this disclaimer, | hope that
you will have your own feelings about this exhibition, reflecting on "what it means to be
connected" in your own way or in your own writing.

CHIA-LIN LEE

Graduated from the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures at National Taiwan
University and the Institute of Contemporary Art & Social Thoughts at China Academy of Art,
Lee is now pursuing a PhD in Fine Arts at Taipei National University of the Arts. Her research
focuses are on the culture, media and art developed and created in the digital era. As the
director of ZIMU CULTURE, she also works on curatorial projects and publishes books.

('~ cchia0.github.io/LEE_CHIA_LIN )
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ARTIST TALKS
RERFUIRE

20221112 Sat.
16:00 (UTC+8)

HETEIE X IR :
MRERIA: -1 BRI T

Jade Lien X Lawrence Liu:
On the Religious Features of the Internet

20221119 Sat.
14:00 (UTC+8)

BEE X 875! Tiet-Hi Kueh X Rhett Tsai:
TS ET 8 MEEEEE "Pre-smart City" and "Post-pandemic Life"

20221217 Sat.
10:30 (UTC+8)

IR x HEE :
HERBNZERE

Sang-Chi Liu X Zhe-Zhi Lin:
Alternative Thoughts on Satellite Images

FRABEEE A4 LETT » ERAR RS EINEGERES -
RIHSEUREREEHNRAL - MERHBHREN -

All talks will be conducted online. Registration recommended.
For the latest information, please visit the Facebook event page of RFC.
Any change of the talks will be promptly updated.
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Organizer

National Taiwan University of Art

Exhibition Host
Our Museum

Artist

Zhe-Zhi Lin, Sang-Chi Liu, Lawrence Liu,
Rhett Tsai, Jade Lien, Tiet-Hi Kueh

Technical Support
Ta-Sheng Ko

On-site Production and Installation

UN ART STUDIO

Visual Design
Onejin Lai

Translator
Rye Lin

Curator
Chia-Lin Lee

Special Thanks to

Zoe Yeh, Huizhong Kuo, Sung-Wei Peng,
TAIWAN PERMANENT ORIGINAL CONTENT CO., LTD.,

ZIMU CULTURE CO., LTD
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